
Search  GO LOGIN |  LOGOUT |  HOME |  JOIN ALEC |  CONTACT

ABOUT MEMBERS EVENTS & MEETINGS MODEL LEGISLATION TASK FORCES ALEC INITIATIVES PUBLICATIONS
NEWS

 

Model Legislation
Civil Justice

Commerce, Insurance,
and Economic
Development

Education

Energy, Environment,
and Agriculture

Federal Relations

Health and Human
Services

International Relations

Public Safety and
Elections

Tax and Fiscal Policy

Telecommunications
and Information
Technology

Print this Page

Text-Only Page

Email this Page

Home  Model Legislation  Health and Human Services
 

RESOLUTION ON AUTISM COVERAGE
 
WHEREAS, Autism spectrum disorders are biological disorders of the brain that
impair communication and social skills; and
 
WHEREAS, Autism spectrum disorders affect 1.5 million Americans, including one
in 500 children,[i] and autism spectrum disorders may affect as many as one in 67
children; and
 
WHEREAS, Autism spectrum disorders are more prevalent than spina bifida,
cancer, or Down syndrome;[ii] and
 
WHEREAS, Direct annual costs for autism average $29,000 for medical treatment
and behavioral therapies and $38,000 to $43,000 for special education, camps, and
child care;[iii] and
 
WHEREAS, There is no single treatment that works for everyone with autism
spectrum disorders; and
 
WHEREAS, Many aspects of autism spectrum disorders may not be covered by
insurance.
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT {insert state legislative body} urges
the United States Congress to act quickly to

 
1.  Add autism bionutritional care as a qualified health expense for health savings
accounts (HSAs);
 
2.  Offer tax deductions for families and donors to cover dietary treatment and
any recommended therapy, which would provide similar opportunities to pay for
care; and
 
3.  Increase the annual limits on HSA contributions to provide a way for families
to finance part of the costs of treatment for their children.

 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Copies of this resolution be sent
to the President of the United States, the United States Congress, and the
appropriate leadership of the United States Department of Health and Human
Services.
 
 

Approved by the Health and Human Services Task Force on July 17, 2009.
Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors on August 27, 2009.

 

 
[i] http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/2006-releases/press04252006.html
[ii] http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15121991
[iii] http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/2006-releases/press04252006.html
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Did you know that global pharma-ceutical company Bayer Healthcare was the corporate co-chair in 2011?




