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International Relations Task Force

 

The members of the International
Relations Task Force (IRTF) believe in
the power of free markets and
limited government to propel growth
not just in the United States but
around the globe.

 

We promote both bilateral and
multilateral free trade frameworks,
initiatives and partnerships that
strengthen the intellectual property
rights of our members worldwide and
other policies that create and sustain
prosperous societies.

 

ALEC’s international policy work is
persuasive abroad precisely because
our policy directives are backed by
our members — U.S. state legislators
from all 50 states and some of the
world’s largest corporations.

  

  

 Moldovan Prime Minister Vlad Filat and

ALEC Executive Director Ron Scheberle discuss
business opportunities in Moldova at a

roundtable at ALEC on January 21, 2010.

 

 

 

 

 

 Issue Advocacy

Supporting ALEC principles through press conferences, presentations, and
testimony on Capitol Hill; 
Forging synergistic partnerships with likeminded government officials abroad
to champion ALEC principles overseas;
Promoting or opposing initiatives abroad, based on ALEC policies

 

IMPACT: Throughout 2009—2010, the Task Force has worked tirelessly on behalf
o f its members, presenting conference testimony on contraband tobacco
legislation in the US Congress, and submitting a letter to the Australian Senate
which was used to oppose a plain packaging bill. Also, our model legislation
supporting final ratification of the US-Colombia Free Trade Agreement is being
used by the Colombian Embassy in D.C. as promotional material.

 

Partnerships
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Did you know that Reynolds American-- one of the biggest tobacco companies in the world-- was the corporate co-chair in 2011?
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See Center for Media and Democracy's quick summary on last page
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GlaxoSmithKline, Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals, Coca-Cola Bottlers, McDonalds Corporation and Philip Morris Management Services, all ALEC members or subsidiaries thereof, are all members of the American Chamber of Commerce in Moldova in 2011
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Reynolds American and Altria Group (formerly Philip Morris) are both ALEC members



 ALEC continues to build strategic
partnerships across the globe, while
maintaining our public-private sector
model. With international legislative
members and decision makers from three
continents, the IRTF is expanding its reach
t o further Jeffersonian principles. We are
consistently adding new international
partners in order to maximize our impact
—both in the United States and abroad!

 

 

ALEC briefing with  representatives from
the People’s Republic of China’s Commerce
Ministry on December 7, 2009.
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From its 1998 resolution in support of "Fast Track" Trade Promotion Authority-- which was used to push a permanent normal trading relationship with China through Congress in 2000 with little discussion or debate-- to more recent resolutions in support of the proposed Colombia, Panama and Korea Free Trade Agreements, ALEC has consistently urged its members to support a radical "free trade" agenda. This free trade agenda has cost America millions of jobs as factories closed and moved overseas in search of cheaper labor. Since 2001, an estimated 2.4 million American jobs have been lost to China alone. Now a diverse array of service sector jobs, from accounting and tax preparation to health care and credit card servicing, are being off-shored under these agreements. Such free trade agreements also allow public health, consumer, environmental and worker safety rules to be challenged as "barriers to trade" in trade tribunals that operate outside the constraints of U.S. law.
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ALEC has also been a major promoter of the U.S. tobacco industry, which seeks to hook new generations of smokers on their products around the world. Reynolds Tobacco is the corporate co-chair of the International Relations Task Force of ALEC. ALEC has a trade resolution specifically targeting the European Union ban on Snus, a moist tobacco product often marketed to the young with fruit flavors. Reynolds produces Camel Snus in four flavors and is not happy that this dangerous product is banned in most of Europe. Note that ALEC maintains a list of "International Delegates," which are elected government officials around the world.

user1
Text Box
Center for Media and Democracy's quick summary

Spare4
Highlight




